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KGB defector recants, 
flees to Soviet Emb^y 




WASHINGTON — Vitaly Yur- 
chenko, a high-ranking KGB officer 
pictured as a prized defector to 
Washington, turned up at the Soviet 
Embassy here yesterday and ac- 
cused the United States of abducting 
him, holding him against his wlU 
and offering SI million for his coop- 
eration. 

"On a business trip to Italy, I was 
forcibly abducted." Mr. Yurchenko 
said at an extraordinary news con- 
ference at the embassy. *1 was forced 
to take some drugs and denied the 
opportunity to get In touch with offi- 
cial Soviet representatives." 

He Mid he was able to ‘break out 
to freedom" Saturday when supervi- 
sion over him was relaxed. He said 
that his time In the United States 
was "three horrible months for me" 
and that he now only wished to be 
among family and frloxls. 

Mr. Yurchenko's return to Soviet 
control and his accusations dumb- 
founded official Washli^ton. 

The State Department hurriedly 
Issued a statement denouiKing Mr. 
Yurchenko's allegations as "com- 
pletely false and without founda- 
tion." 

Charles Redman, departmental 
spokesman, asserted that Mr. Yur- 
chenko "defected of his own volition" 
to the U.S. Embassy in Rome on 
Aug 1. 

Mr. Yurchenko, 50. said he had 
not oQopeiated with U.S. authorities, 
to the beat of his knowledge. "In the 
period when 1 was conscious and in 

contrelof my behavkv, Idid not pass 
secret information," he said. 
When drugged, he srent on. “1 don't 
iuiow what I was dciM or savlnfl 
1 was threatened." * 


^On a business trip to 
Italy, I uxjs jbnri2% 
abduciecLI uxtsjbrced 
to take some drugs.99 
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teUlgence. said after hrtng 
me matter by ciA DUccto; 


Mr. Yiachenko had been nermlt- 
ted IQ do recreatlon-tvoe things . . . 
chat he al ways ^nt^to d^the 
senato r said, but he did not e labo- 
rate. 

Senator Durenberffer said rhar ir 
was Dtccisel y because Mr; Yurchen: 
kg -w^n t b eiiM drmmed 
wton c held in chains* that he was 
able to get to the Sovie t Emhaany" 
I?]e_senator said that Mr. Yur- 
chenKo maappeared on SatSaST ^ . 
ter tollliy to show u^or a Mhwfiiba 


tor faiilrg toL.^„ Bj K ;ucuuic a 
Qinner -with the cU* and tHirhe 
telephoneg agency offlcl^ durino 
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vr ni\.iCMO uu nng 

the weeken d or ve5sterdav'toT?Bn r.5 
them of his dertal^p 

^n. Patrick Leahy. D-Vt. . vice 
chalnnan to ^ mtell lKnce comn ilT 
tee, said. -We nave one of tw n 
things cjih er he s trvinutoThiEglT n 
a story to get back into the fy wri 
graces of t he people he's with, or he 

wa s a double agent all aiory. ’ 

The State Department an- 
nounced Sept 26 that he had defect- 
ed In August In Rome. The depart- 
ment said at the time that he was 
the flflh-ranklng man in the Soviet 
Intelligence agency. "speclflcaJly re- 
sponsible for the direction of KGB 
Intelligence operations In the U.S. 
and Canada." 

Mr. Yurchenko was stationed In 
Italy at the time. From 1 975 to 1 980 
It is believed that he served as a po- 
litical officer at the Soviet Embassy 
In Washti^ton. 

ined 


that Infonnation p rovided to f he r iA 
^Mr. Yurc^^lienlto since hirag ?^. 

Proveri'Tal ld 
All the stories checlc^ H out " the 
senator said . ^ 

„ >n pa^cula r. Informatmn 

tu Lave Dcen -suppH.>fbrMr 
Yurchenko le o tederal Menta co pw- 
'ygrg Mowa ro, a fonraffCLA employ , 
w suspec^fgRTng secret i^ . 
mffoh to tne so^eis wno has 

dlsappcMed : — 

Mnatm-Durenberger said that in- 
foriiiailuu supplied reifargit ra'-The 
-»Q y , yq ^ nad been “vajfe d" 
^ mat tnd-e was “no India nofTof 

laise litformition ; 

At me news conference. Mr. Yur- 
chenko said that the CIA offered him 
SI million tax free, plus salary and 
benefits worth another Si 80.000 a 
year for life. In exchange for his co- 
operation. 

He said he was held at a ‘safe 
house" on Virginia's Route 17 near 
Fredericksburg. 

The Soviet said he met with Mr. 
Casey once during the past three 
months and that he was drugged at 
the time. "Later I have only vague 
recoUections of the conversation, but 
It was a general conversation of 
vague policy issues regarding the 
summit — the things they usually 
write about In the newspapers " 
According to Mr. Redman, of the 
State Department. Mr. Yurchenko 
signed a written request for asylum 
and was granted It. Since his arrival 
in the United SUtes he "willingly co- 
operated" with the CIA and the FBI 
In providing Information about So- 
viet Intelligence activities throughout 
and the organization of the 

KGB." 

Mr. Yurchenko, he added, had 
me right to return to the Soviet 
Union, but me Reagan administra- 
tion would Insist on meeting him in 
per»n to satisfy itself that he was 
making me choice freely. 
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The unusually speedy propaa- 
hv situation mde 

Secretai of 
Geonge P. Shultz was opeing 
meetings In Moacw In 
gret yatlon for the upcomingium- 
P'««lent Reaga and 
Som leader Mikhail S. GodSiev.. 

toM news 
process- of th.. tforma . 


that he 

J2“^g^aoa*ujs«n. 

it. -^^Tlt^Durenbefger said that 
States did ^ny 

«■ .s tive Information anH i,. 

^eir f aces b^uae they gave^ in . 
fortnaUon that was !uinrJ4«U ^ a:. 


etyone knows now to do that • 


» George Carver, a former CIA offi- 
cial. said last night that he doubted 
Hie Initial defection was a ruse. 
'Elaborate deceptions like that are a 
lot easier to set up in Chapter 23 of a 
spy novel than they are in the real 
world ... to my mind, the simpler 
theory and more persuasive one was 
that you had a man who genuinely 
wanted to defect, then had second 
thoughts and changed his mind.’ 

Senyor Durenberger said. 21 
. thma me agency is as surprised as 


. mma me agency is as surprised as 
anybody else .' 

’Ca^y^ave me the Impressio n 
that the guv made me decisldiTon 
bis own.' Mr. Durenberger salJ 
, • However, the senator said the 
' a gency was 'not fully satl3tled'*TK at 
M r. YurchenKO's return to the S ovl- 
ds was voluntary, and the senator 


said the ClA would atte mpt to deter- 
■ mfrie whether h e has tnehtarptob- 
. lems w was genuinely seeking to r e- 
• torn totR eSoiik a. 

‘^nato r Duienbeiger sa id that re- 
gardles s of the reasons for Wr.T ur- 
chenR b'a return to the Sovlei&. ' 
“we ve bee n gullible .’ but if the CIA 
was ’taken in . . . they've b^ taken 
In bya pro .^ 

Washington c or res y pp nd eots Gil- 
bert A. Lewthwaite and Robert 
Umberg contributed to this article. 




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/19 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000201 670022-3 


